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or the absence of it that was necessary for his task. What a nice, 
genteel, ladylike affair human liberty is, to be sure! The book 
belongs rather less than the letters of Howells' "Utopian" in the 
world of capitalistic combinations, and party bosses, and wars of union 
vs. non-union labor. It is a distinct addition to our conceptions of 
things that are not so. A. W. S. 

Le malaise de la di;mocratie. Par GASTON DESCHAMPS. Paris: 
Armand Colin et Cie., I899. PP. 359. 

THE French literature of morbid national self-consciousness grows 
apace. It tends to convince disinterested onlookers that it is not as 
well with France as it should be, whether the writers affirm or deny 
exceptional evils in their society. Americans who are anxious to avoid 
premature and superficial judgments cannot repress suspicion that so 
much introspection and self-accusation is not a sign of superior 
national austerity, but of national uneasiness for which there must be 
peculiar reasons. The book before us is typical of a considerable 
class. It finds very little to praise in present French society. It 
begins with the creation, for'modern French philosophers; " the begin- 
ning of the democratic regime." In successive chapters it describes, 
both historically and in their present form, the politician, Caesarism 
and "mediocracy," pornocracy and scandals, the almoners of democ- 
racy, German pedagogy, the Anglo-Saxon mania, the unrest of the 
university, the unrest of the rising generation, the army, and the 
democracy. 

We have had treatises on the psychology of crime, of democracy, 
of socialism, and there will soon be material enough for a psychology 
of current French self-defamation. Without this setting it will be 
impossible to appraise writers of this class at their proper valuation; 
but, on the other hand, an estimate of the personal equation in each of 
these cases is necessary in order to construct such a general view. Just 
now we are at the mercy of miscellaneous impressionists. Whether the 
anonymous newspaper essayists, or the popular feuilletonistes, or Zola, 
or Anatole France, or sociologists like Demolin, or editorial writers in 
book form like the present author, their evidence is scrappy, inco- 
herent, without perspective. Even foreigners who have had but casual 
opportunities for first-hand observation detect the partial and partisan 
character of these exhibits, but no way appears to make the one frag- 
mentary report complement the others. The general effect, however, 
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is cumulative, in spite of the probability that, if we could cross- 
examine the witnesses, some of them would cancel each other. 

The De Tocqueville of the third republic has not appeared. Mr. 
Bodley has given us a saner view of France as a whole than any native 
writer has furnished. Meanwhile such books as the one before us 
serve the purpose of cartoons. They call attention to real conditions, 
but they would lead us far astray if we permitted ourselves to draw the 
indicated conclusions. Such books would not be taken very seriously, 
on their own merits, if they were written in English. Of course, there 
must be a "Vive la France!" in the concluding chapters, but this 
rather confirms the impressions, first, that the books were made to sell, 
and, second, that they " do protest too much." Their total effect is 
unfavorable upon our estimate of prevailing tendencies in French 
civilization. A. W. S. 

Economics and Industrial History for Secondary Schools. By HENRY 

W. THURSTON, Head of the Department of Social and Eco- 
nomic Science in the Chicago Normal School. Chicago: 
Scott, Foresman & Co., I899. PP. 300. 

THE teacher who wants to guide beginners in the studv of society, 
who is not content to have them merely absorb the doctrines of one 
book, who wants to show them how to find out social facts and social 
relations for themselves, will find in this book an outline of the method 
by which one teacher has tried all this with success. It does not follow 
that every teacher could take the book and make an equally successful 
venture with a class of bright pupils. The teachers are rare in sec- 
ondary schools who have specialized sufficiently upon these subjects to 
be safe in giving their pupils such wide range. The exceptional 
teachers who know the ground as intimately as it is known to the 
author of this little book ought to be able to follow the method with 
constantly increasing satisfaction both to themselves and to their 
pupils. The author does not intimate that college students might 
be inducted into the study of economics by use of this guide. In 
fact, however, much college instruction in this subject shoots over 
the heads of students, and for a long time fails to rouse the interest 
that it might and should, from unwillingness on the part of the 
instructors to start with rudiments simple and concrete enough to fix 
the attention. It would by no means be beneath the dignity of college 
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